Jesus Christ instructed His Apostles, clearly and directly, at the beginning of His mortal ministry, '[Come,] follow me, and I will make you fishers of men' (Matthew 4:19). This was also the beginning of the ministry of the Twelve Apostles, and I suspect that they had a feeling of inadequacy. . . . The Savior Himself teaches us here a lesson about core doctrine and priorities in life. Individually, we need to first 'follow Him,' and as we do this, the Savior will bless us beyond our own capacity to become what He wants us to be.


"To follow Christ is to become more like Him. It is to learn from His character. As spirit children of our Heavenly Father, we do have the potential to incorporate Christlike attributes into our life and character.
The Savior invites us to learn His gospel by living His teachings. To follow Him is to apply correct principles and then witness for ourselves the blessings that follow. This process is very complex and very simple at  the same time. Ancient and modern prophets described it with three words: 'Keep the commandments'--nothing more, nothing less."

Topics: priorities, personal growth, obedience, commandments

(Dieter F. Uchtdorf, "Christlike Attributes--the Wind beneath Our Wings," Ensign, Nov. 2005, 102)
---

"It is not enough for anyone just to go through the motions. The commandments, ordinances, and covenants of the gospel are not a list of deposits required to be made in some heavenly account. The gospel of Jesus
Christ is a plan that shows us how to become what our Heavenly Father desires us to become."

Topics: plan of salvation, personal growth, spirituality

(Dallin H. Oaks, "The Challenge to Become," Ensign, Nov. 2000, 32)

---

"Each of you young men of the Aaronic Priesthood has inside of you all of the essential elements for your eternal destiny. These elements, some of them dormant, need to be strengthened and nourished from the outside. Some of them are physical; some of them are spiritual. The human spirit needs to know about its eternal journey--to know where it came from, why it is here in mortality, and where it must ultimately go to receive joy and happiness and fulfill its destiny. Replenishing our spirits with spiritual nutrients can be everlasting and will go with us into the eternities."

Topics: eternal perspective, personal growth, spirituality, happiness

(James E. Faust, "Spiritual Nutrients," Ensign, Nov. 2006, 55)

