"All of us who have received the holy priesthood bear the sacred obligation to bless the nations and families of the earth by proclaiming the gospel and inviting all to receive by proper authority the ordinances of salvation. Many of us have served as full-time missionaries, some of us presently are serving as full-time missionaries, and all of us now are serving and will continue to serve as lifelong missionaries. We are missionaries every day in our families, in our schools, in our places of employment, and in our communities. Regardless of our age, experience, or station in life, we are all missionaries."   

Topics: priesthood, missionary work

( David A. Bednar," Becoming a Missionary," Ensign, Nov. 2005, 44)

---

"My beloved brethren, you and I, today and always, are to bless all peoples in all the nations of the earth. You and I, today and always, are to bear witness of Jesus Christ and declare the message of the Restoration. You and I, today and always, are to invite all to receive the ordinances of salvation. Proclaiming the gospel is not a part-time priesthood obligation. It is not simply an activity in which we engage for a limited time or an assignment we must complete as members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Rather, missionary work is a manifestation of our spiritual identity and heritage. We were foreordained in the premortal existence and born into mortality to fulfill the covenant and promise God made to Abraham. We are here upon the earth at this time to magnify the priesthood and to preach the gospel. That is who we are, and that is why we are here--today and always."

Topics: Gospel of Jesus Christ, Restoration, Missionary Work

( David A. Bednar, "Becoming a Missionary," Ensign, Nov. 2005, 47)

---

"On occasion I have observed parents shopping to clothe a son about to enter missionary service. The new suits are fitted, the new shoes are laced, and shirts, socks, and ties are bought in quantity. I met one father who said to me, 'Brother Monson, I want you to meet my son.' Pride popped his buttons; the cost of the clothing emptied his wallet; love filled his heart. Tears filled my eyes when I noticed that his [the father's] suit was old, his shoes well worn; but he felt no deprivation. The glow on his face was a memory to cherish."

Topics: missionary work, humility, gratitude

( Thomas S. Monson, "An Attitude of Gratitude," Ensign, Feb. 2000, 4)

---

"To every young man I would say, do you want to be happy? If so, come and join with us, 52,000 strong and counting, and serve your fellow man as a missionary for the Lord. Make the commitment to give two years of your life to the Lord. It will change everything. You will be happy. The fog will lift. You will come to love the culture and the people you are called to serve. The work will be difficult, but there will also be great satisfaction and joy as you serve. If you are faithful during your mission and thereafter, you will look back on your life and say with President Hinckley, 'Everything that has happened to me since that's been good I can trace to that decision to serve a mission and give my life to the Lord.' "

Topics: missionary work, service

(David F. Evans, "Your Mission Will Change Everything," Ensign, May 2006, 33)

---

"My beloved brethren, you and I, today and always, are to bless all peoples in all the nations of the earth. You and I, today and always, are to bear witness of Jesus Christ and declare the message of the Restoration.

You and I, today and always, are to invite all to receive the ordinances of salvation. Proclaiming the gospel is not a part-time priesthood obligation. It is not simply an activity in which we engage for a limited time or  an assignment we must complete as members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Rather, missionary work is a manifestation of our spiritual identity and heritage. We were foreordained in the premortal existence and born into mortality to fulfill the covenant and promise God made to Abraham. We are here upon the earth at this time to magnify the priesthood and to preach the gospel. That is who we are, and that is why we are here--today and always."

Topics: gospel of Jesus Christ, restoration, missionary work

( David A. Bednar, "Becoming a Missionary," Ensign, Nov. 2005, 47)

---

"We are all the beneficiaries of [Joseph Smith's] faith, courage, and steadfast desire to obey God. He had received an answer to his humble prayer. He had seen the Father and His Beloved Son. . . . Heavenly Father not only knew Joseph Smith by name, but He also knows each of us by name. And just as Joseph Smith had an important part to play in this great and marvelous work, we too have an important part to play in these latter days."   

Topics: responsibility, individual worth, Church growth

( Elaine S. Dalton, "He Knows You by Name," Ensign, May 2005, 109 )

---

Elder Richard G. Scott on Missionaries

"I have seen valiant missionaries brave icy wind, resist torrential rains, slosh through slippery, muddy streets, and conquer fear. Often they bear a powerful testimony, only to be rejected and roundly criticized. I have seen them struggle to communicate truth in a new language. Sometimes the listener stares in puzzled silence. Then there dawns the shattering realization that the message is not understood. But I wouldn't change any of it, even if I could, because there are those golden moments of success that make all of the hardships worthwhile. Such rewards come when the Spirit touches a heart for eternal good because someone like you was there. To share truth in difficult circumstances is to treasure it more. When you push against the boundaries of experience into the twilight of the unknown, the Lord will strengthen you. The beauty of your eternal soul will begin to unfold."

("Realize Your Full Potential," Ensign, Nov. 2003, 41)

---

"I want to say to you that all those missionaries who have gone out to preach the gospel . . . have had laid upon their heads, the hands of God's authorized servants, men who held his authority; and all over the wide world, in every land and in every clime, from the midnight-sun country of the north to South Africa, wherever they have gone, the Spirit of the living God has attended them. From every land and from every clime men and women have received the witness of the Holy Spirit, and have embraced the gospel."

Topics: missionary work

( Heber J. Grant, in Teachings of Presidents of the Church: Heber J. Grant [2002], 88)

---

"We are missionaries every day in our families, in our schools, in our places of employment, and in our communities. Regardless of our age, experience, or station in life, we are all missionaries."


Topics: missionary work, example

( David A. Bednar, "Becoming a Missionary," Ensign, Nov. 2005, 44)

---

"All of us who have received the holy priesthood bear the sacred obligation to bless the nations and families of the earth by proclaiming the gospel and inviting all to receive by proper authority the ordinances of salvation. Many of us have served as full-time missionaries, some of us presently are serving as full-time missionaries, and all of us now are serving and will continue to serve as lifelong missionaries. We are missionaries every day in our families, in our schools, in our places of employment, and in our communities. Regardless of our age, experience, or station in life, we are all missionaries."


Topics: missionary work, service, example

( David A. Bednar, "Becoming a Missionary," Ensign, Nov. 2005, 44)
---

"The issue is not going to church; rather, the issue is worshipping and renewing covenants as we attend church. The issue is not going to or through the temple; rather, the issue is having in our hearts the spirit, the covenants, and the ordinances of the Lord's house. The issue is not going on a mission; rather, the issue is becoming a missionary and serving throughout our entire life with all of our heart, might, mind, and strength."

(Elder David A. Bednar "Becoming a Missionary," Ensign, Nov. 2005, 45)
---

"Circumstances change, but our message does not change. We bear testimony to the world that the heavens have been opened, that God, our Eternal Father, and His Son, the risen Lord, have appeared and spoken. We offer our solemn witness that the priesthood has been restored with the keys and authority of eternal blessings."

Topics:  missionary work, priesthood, restoration

(Gordon B. Hinckley, "We Bear Testimony to the World," Ensign, Nov. 2006, 4)

---

"We ask tremendous things of missionaries. It is so hard for shy and diffident young people to do the things we sometimes ask them to do. But what a marvelous thing that they try. They have the faith to do, the faith
to act, the faith to go forward and make the effort. And what a marvelous gift that is to bring home."

Subscribe to the New Era at www.ldscatalog.com.

Topics: Missionary work, faith

(President Gordon B. Hinckley, "Gifts to Bring Home from the Mission Field," New Era, March 2007, 3)

---
"You can't take water out of an empty bucket. When missionaries know the gospel and how to teach it, they don't want to do anything else. . . . They have self-confidence and inner strength. There's great power in that kind of preparation. For this reason, I encourage every young man and every young woman to get acquainted with Preach My Gospel. Young people have the obligation to enlighten themselves, to understand for themselves the doctrines of the Restoration. That preparation is every bit as important for a girl as it is for a boy. Whether the young woman gets married or serves a full-time mission, the gospel has to operate in her life."

Subscribe to the New Era at www.ldscatalog.com.

Topics: Missionary work, study, preparation

(Elder M. Russell Ballard, "How to Prepare to Be a Good Missionary," New Era, March 2007, 8)

---

"Proclaiming the gospel is not an activity in which we periodically and temporarily engage. And our labors as missionaries certainly are not confined to the short period of time devoted to full-time missionary
service in our youth or in our mature years. Rather, the obligation to proclaim the restored gospel of Jesus Christ is inherent in the oath and covenant of the priesthood into which we enter. Missionary work essentially is a priesthood responsibility, and all of us who hold the priesthood are the Lord's authorized servants on the earth and are missionaries at all times and in all places--and we always will be. Our very identity as holders of the priesthood and the seed of Abraham is in large measure defined by the responsibility to proclaim the gospel."


Topics: missionary work, responsibility, priesthood

(David A. Bednar, "Becoming a Missionary," Ensign, Nov. 2005, 44)

---


"All that I now hold dear in life began to mature in the mission field. Had I not been encouraged to be a missionary, I would not have the eternal companion or precious family I dearly love. I am confident that I
would not have had the exceptional professional opportunities that stretched my every capacity. I am certain that I would not have received the sacred callings with opportunities to serve for which I will be
eternally grateful. My life has been richly blessed beyond measure because I served a mission."

Topics: missionary work, blessings

(Richard G. Scott, "Now Is the Time to Serve a Mission!" Ensign, May 2006, 89-90)

---

"Brothers and sisters, whatever your distress, please don't give up and please don't yield to fear. I have always been touched that as his son was departing for his mission to England, Brother Bryant S. Hinckley gave young Gordon a farewell embrace and then slipped him a handwritten note with just five words taken from the fifth chapter of Mark: 'Be not afraid, only believe' (Mark 5:36)."

Topics: missionary work, trust in the Lord

(Jeffrey R. Holland, "Broken Things to Mend," Ensign, May 2006, 71)

---

"The single most important thing you can do to prepare for a call to serve is to become a missionary long before you go on a mission. Please notice that . . . I emphasized becoming rather than going. . . .
“. . It is possible . . . to go on a mission and not become a missionary, and this is not what the Lord requires or what the Church needs."

Topics: missionary work, personal growth, spirituality

(David A. Bednar, "Becoming a Missionary," Ensign, Nov. 2005, 45)

