Successful Marriages Are Built on Selflessness

"Total unselfishness is sure to accomplish another factor in successful marriage. If one is forever seeking the interests, comforts, and happiness of the other, the love found in courtship and cemented in marriage will grow into mighty proportions. Many couples permit their marriages to become stale and their love to grow cold like old bread or worn-out jokes or cold gravy. Certainly the foods most vital for love are consideration, kindness, thoughtfulness, concern, expressions of affection, embraces of appreciation, admiration, pride, companionship, confidence, faith, partnership, equality, and interdependence."

Topics: Marriage

(President Spencer W. Kimball, "Oneness in Marriage," Ensign, Mar. 1977, 5)

---

Marriage Is the Way Provided by God for Fulfilling the Greatest of Human Needs

"There is no great or majestic music which constantly produces the harmony of a great love. The most perfect music is a welding of two voices into one spiritual solo. Marriage is the way provided by God for the fulfillment of the greatest of human needs, based upon mutual respect, maturity, selflessness, decency, commitment, and honesty. Happiness in marriage and parenthood can exceed a thousand times any other happiness."

Topics: Marriage

(President James E. Faust, "The Enriching of Marriage," Ensign, Nov. 1977, 11)

---

Marriages Are Enriched When They Include God

"Of all that can bless marriages, there is one special enriching ingredient, which above all else will help join a man and a woman together in a very real, sacred, spiritual sense. It is the presence of the divine in marriage. Shakespeare, speaking in Henry the Fifth, said, 'God, the best maker of all marriages, combine your hearts in one.' (Henry V, 5:2.) God is also the best keeper of marriages."

(President James E. Faust, "The Enriching of Marriage," Ensign, Nov. 1977, 10)

---

"If every husband and every wife would constantly do whatever might be possible to ensure the comfort and happiness of his or her companion, there would be very little, if any, divorce. Argument would never be heard. Accusations would never be leveled. Angry explosions would not occur. Rather, love and concern would replace abuse and meanness."

Topics: marriage, kindness, divorce

(President Gordon B. Hinckley, "The Women in Our Lives," Ensign, Nov. 2004, 84)

---

"We are taught that marriage is necessary for the accomplishment of God's plan, to provide the approved setting for mortal birth, and to prepare family members for eternal life. 'Marriage is ordained of God unto man,' the Lord said, 'that the earth might answer the end of its creation; and that it might be filled with the measure of man, according to his creation before the world was made' (D&C 49:15-17).
"Our concept of marriage is motivated by revealed truth, not by worldly sociology. The Apostle Paul taught 'neither is the man without the woman, neither the woman without the man, in the Lord' (1 Cor. 11:11). President Spencer W. Kimball explained, 'Without proper and successful marriage, one will never be exalted' (Marriage and Divorce, Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1976, p.24)."


Topic: marriage

( Dallin H. Oaks, "The Great Plan of Happiness," Ensign, Nov. 1993, 74)
