"I know of no more beautiful story in all of literature than that told by the Master as recorded in the fifteenth chapter of Luke. It is the story of a heady and greedy son who demanded his inheritance, which he wasted until none was left. Penitent, he returned to his father, and his father, seeing him afar off, ran to him and embraced him and fell upon his neck and kissed him."

Topics: Prodigal son, fatherhood, love, forgiveness

( Gordon B. Hinckley, "What God Hath Joined Together," Ensign, May 1991, 72)

---

Elder Jeffrey R. Holland on the Pure Love of Christ

"Life has its share of some fear and some failure. Sometimes things fall short, don't quite measure up. Sometimes in both personal and public life, we are seemingly left without strength to go on. Sometimes people fail us, or economies and circumstance fail us, and life with its hardship and heartache can leave us feeling very alone. "But when such difficult moments come to us, I testify that there is one thing which will never, ever fail us. One thing alone will stand the test of all time, of all tribulation, all trouble, and all transgression. One thing only never faileth--and that is the pure love of Christ."

( "He Will Never Let You Down," New Era, Sept. 2002, 7)

---

"When filled with God's love, we can do and see and understand things that we could not otherwise do or see or understand. Filled with His love, we can endure pain, quell fear, forgive freely, avoid contention, renew strength, and bless and help others in ways surprising even to us." 

Topics: Love, courage

( John H. Groberg, "The Power of God's Love," Ensign, Nov. 2004, 11)

---

"Through times good and bad, the Lord expects each of us to endure to the end. As we all go forward together in His sacred work, the Brethren realize the importance of your thoughtful consideration, so lovingly offered and gratefully received. We love you and pray for you, as you pray for us."   

Topics: love, prayer

( Russell M. Nelson, "Jesus Christ--the Master Healer," Ensign, Nov. 2005, 85)

---

"Every person who comes to earth is a spirit son or daughter of God. Since all love emanates from God, we are born with the capacity and the desire to love and to be loved. One of the strongest connections we have with our premortal life is how much our Father and Jesus loved us and how much we loved Them. Even though a veil was drawn over our memory, whenever we sense true love, it awakens a longing that cannot be denied."

Topics: love, God the Father, Jesus Christ

( John H. Groberg, "The Power of God's Love," Ensign, Nov. 2004, 9)

---

Joseph Smith

May 12, 1844

Nauvoo, Illinois

"You cannot go anywhere but where God can find you out." 

Topic: Love of God

( History of the Church, 6:366)

---

March 25, 1839

Liberty Jail, Clay County, Missouri

Joseph Smith

"There is a love from God that should be exercised toward those of our faith, who walk uprightly, which is peculiar to itself, but it is without prejudice; it also gives scope to the mind, which enables us to conduct ourselves with greater liberality towards all that are not of our faith, than what they exercise towards one another. These principles approximate nearer to the mind of God, because it is like God, or Godlike." 

Topic: Love, tolerance

( History of the Church, 3:304 )

---

October 19, 1840

Nauvoo, Illinois

Joseph Smith

"Love is one of the chief characteristics of Deity, and ought to be manifested by those who aspire to be the sons of God. A man filled with the love of God, is not content with blessing his family alone, but ranges through the whole world, anxious to bless the whole human race. This has been your feeling, and caused you to forego the pleasures of home, that you might be a blessing to others, who are candidates for immortality, but strangers to truth; and for so doing, I pray that heaven's choicest blessings may rest upon you." 

Topic: Love, missionary work

( History of the Church, 4:227)

---

July 9, 1843

Nauvoo, Illinois

Joseph Smith

"If we would secure and cultivate the love of others, we must love others, even our enemies as well as friends."

Topic: Love

( History of the Church, 5:498)

---

April 7, 1844
Nauvoo, Illinois
Joseph Smith

"I have intended my remarks for all, both rich and poor, bond and free, great and small. I have no enmity against any man. I love you all; but I hate some of your deeds. . . . If I reprove a man, and he hates me, he is a fool; for I love all men, especially these my brethren and sisters."

Topic: Love

( History of the Church, 6:317)

---

"As we study the scriptures, we notice that the Savior ministered to people according to their specific needs. . . .
"Jesus showed patience and love to all who came to Him seeking relief for their physical, emotional, or spiritual illnesses and who felt discouraged and downtrodden.
"To follow the Savior's example, each one of us must look around and reach out to the sheep who are facing the same circumstances and lift them up and encourage them to proceed on the journey towards eternal life."

Topics: fellowshipping, love, guidance, patience

(Ulisses Soares, "Feed My Sheep," Ensign, Nov. 2005, 98)

