"Brothers and sisters, boys and girls, we can all be a little kinder, a little more patient, a little more helpful. We can all reach out to the very many who are in distress for any number of reasons. We can replace anger with love. We can put selfishness out of our lives. We can get on our knees and pray to the Father in the name of Jesus, and then stand on our feet and reach out to bless the destitute, the poor, the oppressed, and those in trouble. . . . 

"May each of you have some selfless, long-to-be-remembered experience in bringing blessings to others."   

Topics: Christmas, kindness, service

( Gordon B. Hinckley, "News of the Church," Ensign, Feb. 2002, 75)

---

"When all is said and done, when all of history is examined, when the deepest depths of the human mind have been explored, nothing is so wonderful, so majestic, so tremendous as this act of grace when the Son of the Almighty, the Prince of His Father's royal household, He who had once spoken as Jehovah, He who had condescended to come to earth as a babe born in Bethlehem, gave His life in ignominy and pain so that all of the  sons and daughters of God of all generations of time, every one of whom must die, might walk again and live eternally. He did for us what none of us could do for ourselves." 

Topics: Jesus Christ, Atonement

( Gordon B. Hinckley, "The Wondrous and True Story of Christmas," Liahona, Dec. 2000, 4)

---

Choosing Our Attitude and Character

"In today's fast-paced world there seems to be a greater tendency for people to act aggressively toward each other. Some are quick to take offense and respond angrily to real or imagined affronts, and we've all experienced or heard reports of road rage or other examples of rude, insensitive behavior.

"Unfortunately, some of this spills over into our homes, creating friction and tension among family members.

"It may seem natural to react to a situation by giving back what is given to us. But it doesn't have to be that way. Reflecting on his horrendous wartime experiences, Viktor Frankl recalled: 'We who lived in concentration camps can remember the men who walked through the huts comforting others, giving away their last piece of bread. They may have been few in number, but they offer sufficient proof that everything can be taken from a man but one thing: the last of the human freedoms--to choose one's attitude in any given set of circumstances, to choose one's own way' (Man's Search for Meaning [1985], 86)."

Topics: Kindness, agency, attitude

( Wayne S. Peterson, "Our Actions Determine Our Character," Ensign, Nov. 2001, 

83)
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