The Noble Attributes of Fatherhood

"Brethren, noble fatherhood gives us a glimpse of the divine attributes of our Father in Heaven. A father should be many things. He should magnify his priesthood and be an example of righteousness. In companionship with his wife, he should be the source of stability and strength for the whole family. He should be the protector and the provider and the champion of the members of his family. Much of his love for his children should flow from his example of love, concern, and fidelity for their mother. By his uncompromising example he should instill character into his children."

Topic: fatherhood

( James E. Faust, "Them That Honour Me I Will Honour," Ensign, May 2001, 46)

---

"The faithful widowed mother who raised us had no confusion about the eternal nature of the family. She always honored the position of our

deceased father. She made him a presence in our home. She spoke of the eternal duration of their temple marriage. She often reminded us of what

our father would like us to do so we could realize the Savior's promise that we could be a family forever.

"I recall an experience that shows the effect of her teachings. Just before Christmas one year, our bishop asked me, as a deacon, to help him deliver Christmas baskets to the widows of the ward. I carried a basket to each door with his greetings. When he drove me home, there was one basket remaining. He handed it to me and said it was for my mother. As he drove away, I stood in the falling snow wondering why there was a basket for my mother. She never referred to herself as a widow, and it had never occurred to me that she was. To a 12-year-old boy, she wasn't a widow. She had a husband, and we had a father. He was just away for a while."

Topics: fatherhood, temple marriage

( Dallin H. Oaks, "Priesthood Authority in the Family and the Church," Ensign, Nov. 2005, 27)

---

A Father's Promise

"A father should never consciously disappoint his wife or children. In 1989 there was a terrible earthquake in Armenia that killed over 30,000 people in four minutes. A distraught father went in frantic search of his son. He reached his son's school only to find that it had been reduced to a pile of rubble. But he was driven by his promise to his son, 'No matter what, I'll always be there for you!' He visualized the corner where his son's classroom would be, rushed there, and started to dig through the debris, brick by brick.

"Others came on the scene--the fire chief, then the police--warning him of fires and explosions, and urging him to leave the search to the emergency crews. But he tenaciously carried on digging. Night came and went, and then, in the 38th hour of digging, he thought he heard his son's voice. 'Armand!' he called out. Then he heard, 'Dad!?! It's me, Dad! I told the other kids not to worry. I told 'em that if you were alive, you'd save me and when you saved me, they'd be saved. . .

.

" 'There are 14 of us left out of 33. . . . When the building collapsed, it made a wedge, like a triangle, and it saved us.'

" 'Come on out, boy!'

" 'No, Dad! Let the other kids out first, 'cause I know you'll get me! No matter what, I know you'll be there for me!' (Mark V. Hansen, "Are You Going to Help Me?" in Chicken Soup for the Soul, ed. Jack Canfield and Mark Victor Hansen [1993], 273-74)."

Topics: fatherhood, honor, faithfulness

( James E. Faust, "Them That Honour Me I Will Honour," Ensign, May 2001, 46)

---

The Best of Men

"Most fathers are wonderful. Most dads are terrific. I don't know who wrote these little storybook verses remembered from my youth, but they go something like this:

" 'Only a dad with a tired face,

Coming home from the daily race,

Toiling and striving from day to day,

Facing whatever may come his way,

Glad in his heart that hisown rejoice

To see him come home and to hear his voice.

"

'Only a dad, but he gives his all,

Smoothing the way for his children small, 

Doing with courage so stern and grim

The deeds that his father did for him.

These are the lines that for him I pen,

Only a dad--but the best of men.'

"And, brethren, even when we are not 'the best of men,' even in our limitations and inadequacy, we can keep making our way in the right direction because of the encouraging teachings set forth by a Divine Father and demonstrated by a Divine Son. With a Heavenly Father's help we can leave more of a parental legacy than we suppose."

Topics: fatherhood, teaching, children

( Jeffrey R. Holland, "The Hands of the Fathers," Ensign, May 1999, 15)

---

"I believe this wise counsel from President Joseph F. Smith:

"

'Brethren, . . . If you will keep your [children] close to your heart, within the clasp of your arms; if you will make them . . . feel that you love them . . . and keep them near to you, they will not go very far from you, and they will not commit any very great sin. But it is when you

turn them out of the home, turn them out of your affection . . . that [is what] drives them from you. . . .

" 'Fathers, if you wish your children to be taught in the principles of the gospel, if you wish them to love the truth and understand it, if you wish them to be obedient to and united with you, love them! and prove . . . that you do love them by your every word and act to[ward] them.' (Gospel Doctrine, 5th ed., Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1966, pp. 282,

316.)"

Topics: fatherhood, teaching, affection, love

( Jeffrey R. Holland, "Within the Clasp of Your Arms," Ensign, May 1983, 38)
