Love Thy Wife with All Thine Heart

"In latter-day revelation the Lord speaks again of this obligation. He said, 'Thou shalt love thy wife with all thy heart, and shalt cleave unto her and none else' (D&C 42:22). To my knowledge there is only one other thing in all scripture that we are commanded to love with all our hearts, and that is God Himself. Think what that means! . .

.

"What does it mean to love someone with all your heart? It means to love with all your emotional feelings and with all your devotion. Surely when you love your wife with all your heart, you cannot demean her, criticize her, find fault with her, or abuse her by words, sullen behavior, or actions. "What does it mean to 'cleave unto her'? It means to stay close to her, to be loyal and faithful to her, to communicate with her, and to express your love for her.

"Love means being sensitive to her feelings and needs. She wants to be noticed and treasured. She wants to be told that you view her as lovely and attractive and important to you. Love means putting her welfare and self-esteem as a high priority in your life." 

( Ezra Taft Benson, "To the Fathers in Israel," Ensign, Nov. 1987, 50)

---

Family Time Together Is Precious

"One of the main problems in society today is that we spend less and less time together. Some, even when they are together, spend an extraordinary amount of time in front of the television, which robs them of personal time for reinforcing feelings of self-worth. Family home evenings give individuals and families important time to talk and listen as parents and children, brothers and sisters, spouses, and friends. Time together is precious--time needed to encourage and to show how to do things. Less time together can result in loneliness, which may produce feelings of being unsupported, untreasured, and

inadequate."

Topics: Family

( James E. Faust, "Enriching Our Lives through Family Home Evening," Liahona, June 2003, 5)

---

Parents' Divine Role Is to Teach Their Children the Gospel

"We do not go beyond the first verse in the Book of Mormon, the book the Prophet Joseph Smith said was the keystone of our religion, before we learn the correct principle of parenthood: 'I, Nephi, having been born of goodly parents, therefore I was taught . . . ' (1 Ne.1:1).

"It is the divine role of parents to teach the truths of the gospel to their children." 

Topics: Parenthood, teaching

( Spencer W. Kimball, "Therefore I Was Taught," Tambuli, Aug. 1982, 1)

---

Regular Family Home Evening Helps Families Combat the World's Evil Influence

"I wonder if having unplanned and infrequent family home evenings will be enough to fortify ourselves and our children with sufficient moral strength to meet the complexities of our day. Infrequent family scripture study may be inadequate to arm ourselves and our children with the virtue necessary to withstand the moral decay of the environment in which we live. Where in the world will we learn chastity, integrity, honesty, and basic human decency if not at home? These values will, of course, be reinforced at church, but teaching them in family home evening can be particularly consistent and effective. To combat the world's evil influences, we need the strength that comes from family home evening. . . . "If we go forward with our family home evenings, our homes will be enriched, our wards and branches will grow and prosper, our lives will be purified, and the gates of hell will not prevail against us."

Topics: Family home evening

( James E. Faust, "Enriching Our Lives through Family Home Evening," Liahona, June 2003, 6)

---

"If parents do not discipline their children and teach them to obey, society may have to discipline them in ways neither the parents nor the children will like. If adults do not discipline themselves, setting the proper example for others, the consequences can be devastating for themselves and society. Without discipline and obedience in the home and in our personal lives, unity within a family collapses."

Topics: Family, home, parenthood, discipline, obedience

( James E. Faust, "Enriching Our Lives through Family Home Evening," Liahona, June 2003, 4-5)

---

Family Strength Comes through Prayer

"The source of our enormous individual and family strength is no mystery. It is an endowment from God. We need not consume addicting chemicals found in drugs and alcohol to make us capable of meeting life's problems. We need only draw constantly from the divine power source through humble prayer. 

"It often takes a seemingly superhuman effort to get everyone together for family home evening. You may not always feel like praying when you finally do get together, but it will pay great dividends if you persevere."

Topics: Family, prayer

( James E. Faust, "Enriching Our Lives through Family Home Evening," Liahona, June 2003, 4)

---

"The family is a creation of the Almighty. It represents the most sacred of all relationships. It represents the most serious of all undertakings. It is the fundamental organization of society.

"Through the revelations of God to His Prophet came the doctrine and authority under which families are sealed together not only for this life but for all eternity."

Topics: family, sealings, revelation, eternal life

( Gordon B.  Hinckley, "The Great Things Which God Has Revealed," Ensign, May 2005, 82)

---

Taking Time for Prayer in a Busy World

"The warnings of the Prophets and Apostles lead them ever and always to speak of the home and family. Let me demonstrate the warning voice of the Prophets. On February 11 of this year, the First Presidency, with the support of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, sent to every member of the Church a letter of counsel concerning our families. Let me read you just two sentences from this letter: 

 " 'We counsel parents and children to give highest priority to family prayer, family home evening, gospel study and instruction, and wholesome family activities. However worthy and appropriate other demands or activities may be, they must not be permitted to displace the divinely appointed duties that only parents and families can adequately perform' ('Policies, Announcements, and

Appointments,' Ensign, June 1999, 80). 

"What is our reaction to this prophetic counsel? What has been my response and your response to this First Presidency letter of nearly eight months ago?

"As a parent of teenagers in a busy world, I can confirm that it takes giving these issues our highest priority to see them effectively work in our family. . . . With the influences of evil that surround our children, can we even imagine sending them out in the morning without kneeling and humbly asking together for the Lord's protection? Or closing the day without kneeling together and acknowledging our accountability before Him and our thankfulness for His blessings? Brothers and sisters, we need to have family prayer." 

Topics: family, prayer

( Neil L. Andersen, "Prophets and Spiritual Mole Crickets," Ensign, Nov. 1999, 17)

---

"I bear my special witness that Jesus Christ gave His life, making possible the salvation and exaltation of all the families of the earth. With all the feeling of a tender parent, I express my love and the love of

our Heavenly Father to you and your family. 

"May we gather our loved ones around us, 'gird up [our] loins; [and] fresh courage take. Our God will never us forsake.' With faith, courage, and love, families will truly be together forever."

Topics: family, Atonement

( "With All the Feeling of a Tender Parent: A Message of Hope to Families," Ensign, May 2004, 91 )

---

"One thing is very clear: the safest place and the best protection against the moral and spiritual diseases is a stable home and family. This has always been true; it will be true forever. We must keep that foremost in our minds.

"The scriptures speak of 'the shield of faith wherewith,' the Lord said, 'ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked' (D&C 27:17).

"This shield of faith is best fabricated in a cottage industry. While the shield can be polished in classes in the Church and in activities, it is meant to be handcrafted in the home and fitted to each individual."

Topics: Home, family

( "Do Not Fear," Ensign, May 2004, 79)

---

"Without question, we need to be informed of the happenings of the world. But modern communication brings into our homes a drowning cascade of the violence and misery of the worldwide human race. There comes a time when we need to find some peaceful spiritual renewal.

"I acknowledge with great gratitude the peace and contentment we can find for ourselves in the spiritual cocoons of our homes, our sacrament meetings, and our holy temples. In these peaceful environments, our souls are rested. We have the feeling of having come home."

Topics: home, family, gratitude

(James E. Faust, "Gratitude As a Saving Principle," Ensign, May 1990, 86)

---

"Beginning with you and me, there can be an entire people who, by the virtue of our lives in our homes, in our vocations, even in our amusements, can become as a city upon a hill to which men may look and learn, and an ensign to the nations from which the people of the earth may gather

strength."

Topics: home, family, example

(Gordon B. Hinckley, "A City Set upon a Hill," Tambuli, Nov. 1990, 8)

---

"I bear my special witness that Jesus Christ gave His life, making possible the salvation and exaltation of all the families of the earth. With all the feeling of a tender parent, I express my love and the love of our Heavenly Father to you and your family.

"May we gather our loved ones around us, 'gird up [our] loins; [and] fresh courage take. Our God will never us forsake.' With faith, courage, and love, families will truly be together forever."

Topic: family, Atonement

("With All the Feeling of a Tender Parent: A Message of Hope to Families," Ensign, May 2004, 91)

---

The Home Should Be a Sanctuary

"Our homes should be among the most hallowed of all earthly sanctuaries.

"In the enriching of marriage the big things are the little things. It is a constant appreciation for each other and a thoughtful demonstration of gratitude. It is the encouraging and the helping of each other to grow. Marriage is a joint quest for the good, the beautiful, and the divine.

"The Savior has said, 'Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door,

I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.' (Rev. 3:20.)"

Topics: Marriage, Family, Home

(President James E. Faust, "The Enriching of Marriage," Ensign, Nov. 1977, 11)

---

Families Should Be United

"The Savior of the world, Jesus Christ, said of those who would be part of His Church: 'Be one; and if ye are not one ye are not mine' (D&C 38:27). And at the creation of man and woman, unity for them in marriage was not given as hope, it was a command! 'Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh' (Gen. 2:24). Our Heavenly Father wants our

hearts to be knit together. That union in love is not simply an ideal. It is a necessity."

(Elder Henry B. Eyring, "That We May Be One," Ensign, May 1998, 66)

---

"The theology of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints centers on the family. Our relationship to God and the purpose of earth life are explained in terms of the family. We are the spirit children of heavenly parents. The gospel plan is implemented through earthly families, and our highest aspiration is to perpetuate those family relationships throughout eternity. The ultimate mission of our Savior's Church is to help us achieve exaltation in the celestial kingdom, and that can only be accomplished in a family relationship."

Topics: family, plan of salvation

( Dallin H. Oaks, "Priesthood Authority in the Family and the Church," Ensign, Nov. 2005, 27)

---

Families Are Central to Heavenly Father's Plan

"In a world of turmoil and uncertainty, it is more important than ever to make our families the center of our lives and the top of our priorities. Families lie at the center of our Heavenly Father's plan. This statement from 'The Family: A Proclamation to the World' declares the responsibilities of parents to their families:

" 'Husband and wife have a solemn responsibility to love and care for each other and for their children. "Children are an heritage of the Lord" (Psalms 127:3). Parents have a sacred duty to rear their children in love and righteousness, to provide for their physical and spiritual needs, to teach them to love and serve one another, to observe the commandments of God and to be law-abiding citizens wherever they live. Husbands and wives--mothers and fathers--will be held accountable before God for the discharge of these obligations'(Ensign, Nov. 1995, 102)."

Topics: family, priorities

( L. Tom Perry, "The Importance of the Family," Ensign, May 2003, 40)

---

"The mission statement for mortality might be 'to build an eternal family.' Here on this earth we strive to become part of extended families with the ability to create and form our own part of those families. That is one of the reasons our Heavenly Father sent us here. Not everyone will find a companion and have a family in mortality, but everyone, regardless of individual circumstances, is a precious member of God's family."

Topics: family, eternal perspective

( M. Russell Ballard, "What Matters Most Is What Lasts Longest," Ensign, Nov. 2005, 41)

---

Family Relationships Can Extend into the Eternities

"While our individual salvation is based on our individual obedience, it is equally important that we understand that we are each an important and integral part of a family and the highest blessings can be received only within an eternal family. When families are functioning as designed by God, the relationships found therein are the most valued of mortality. The plan of the Father is that family love and companionship will continue into the eternities. Being one in a family carries a great responsibility of caring, loving, lifting, and strengthening each member of the family so that all can righteously endure to the end in mortality and dwell together throughout eternity. It is not enough just to save ourselves. It is equally important that parents, brothers, and sisters are saved in our families. If we return home alone to our Heavenly Father, we will be asked, 'Where is the rest of the family?' This is why we teach that families are forever. The eternal nature of an individual becomes the eternal nature of the family."

Topics: love, eternal families

( Robert D. Hales, "The Eternal Family," Ensign, Nov. 1996, 65)

---
Seek to Create an Ideal Family

"After Adam was placed on earth, God said, 'Let us make an help meet for the man, for it is not good that the man should be alone' (Abr. 5:14). Eve and Adam formed the first family. . . . They had children who also formed families. 'And Adam and Eve, his wife, ceased not to call upon God' (Moses 5:16). The pattern of families essential to Father's plan of happiness was established, and our need to continually 'call upon God' emphasized. You are in the midst of living that plan. Through the restored gospel we learn there is an ideal family. It is a family composed of a righteous Melchizedek Priesthood bearer with a righteous wife sealed to him and children born in the covenant or sealed to them. With a mother in the home in an environment of love and service, the parents teach their children, through example and precept, the ways of the Lord and His truths. They fulfill their divinely appointed roles mentioned in the family proclamation. Their children mature by living teachings instilled from birth. They develop characteristics of obedience, integrity, love of God, and faith in His holy plan. In due course, each of those children seeks a companion with similar ideals and aspirations. They are sealed in the temple, bear children, and the eternal plan continues, with generation strengthening generation.
"Throughout your life on earth, seek diligently to fulfill the fundamental purposes of this life through the ideal family. While you may not have yet reached that ideal, do all you can through obedience and faith in the Lord to consistently draw as close to it as you are able. Let nothing dissuade you from that objective.
If it requires fundamental changes in your personal life, make them. When you have the required age and maturity, obtain all of the ordinances of the temple you can receive. If for the present, that does not include sealing in the temple to a righteous companion, live for it. Pray for it. Exercise faith that you will obtain it. Never do anything that would make you unworthy of it. If you have lost the vision of eternal marriage, rekindle it. If your dream requires patience, give it. As brothers, we prayed and worked for 30 years before our mother and our nonmember father were sealed in the temple. Don't become overanxious. Do the best you can. We cannot say whether that blessing will be obtained on this side of the veil or beyond it, but the Lord will keep His promises. In His infinite wisdom, He will make possible all you qualify in worthiness to receive. Do not be discouraged. Living a pattern of life as close as possible to the ideal will provide much happiness, great satisfaction, and impressive growth while here on earth regardless of your current life
circumstances."

Topics: parents, children, teaching

( Richard G. Scott, "First Things First," Ensign, May 2001, 6-7)

---

"An understanding of God's great plan of happiness . . . fortifies our faith in the future. His plan provides answers to ageless questions: Are all our sympathies and love for each other only temporary—to be lost in death? No! Can family life endure beyond this period of mortal probation? Yes! God has revealed the eternal nature of celestial marriage and the family as the source of our greatest joy.

"Brethren and sisters, material possessions and honors of the world do not endure. But your union as wife, husband, and family can. The only duration of family life that satisfies the loftiest longings of the human soul is forever. No sacrifice is too great to have the blessings of an eternal marriage. To qualify, one needs only to deny oneself of ungodliness and honor the ordinances of the temple. By making and keeping sacred temple covenants, we evidence our love for God, for our companion, and our real regard for our posterity--even those yet unborn. Our family is the focus of our greatest work and joy in this life; so will it be throughout all eternity, when we can 'inherit thrones, kingdoms, principalities, . . . powers, dominions, . . . exaltation and glory' (D&C 132:19)."

Topics: eternal families, joy

( Russell M. Nelson, "Set in Order Thy House," Ensign, Nov. 2001, 71)

---

"Some of us are born into families with very difficult problems. And even good families have many challenges. We must try to do in our homes what Christ did with the Nephites. As the proclamation on the family teaches, 'Happiness in family life is most likely to be achieved when founded upon the teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ' (Ensign, Nov. 1995, 102)."

Topics: family, challenges

(Susan W. Tanner, "I Am the Light Which Ye Shall Hold Up," Ensign, May 2006, 104)
