Elder Neal A. Maxwell on Faith in God

"God watches the times and seasons. He knows your individual bearing capacities. . . . "You can have full faith and trust in God, His mercy and goodness."

Topic: faith

( "These Are Your Days," Ensign, Oct. 2004, 29)

---

"However much faith to obey God we now have, we will need to strengthen it continually and keep it refreshed constantly. We can do that by deciding now to be more quick to obey and more determined to endure. Learning to start early and to be steady are the keys to spiritual preparation. Procrastination and inconsistency are its mortal enemies. "Let me suggest to you four settings in which to practice quick and steady obedience. One is the command to feast upon the word of God. A second is to pray always. A third is the commandment to be a    full-tithe payer. And the fourth is to escape from sin and its terrible effects. Each takes faith to start and then to persevere. And all can strengthen your capacity to know and obey the Lord's commands."

Topics:  Spiritual preparedness, faith, prayer, tithing, gospel study

( Henry B. Eyring, "Spiritual Preparedness:  Start Early and Be Steady," Ensign, Nov. 2005, 38)

---

"Sometimes, . . . we find that even when we do our best to serve the Lord, we still suffer. You may know someone who faces these most challenging of circumstances: consider the parent whose child becomes ill, for whom everyone prays and fasts with all their heart and soul, but who ultimately dies. Or the missionary who sacrifices to go on a mission, then develops a terrible illness that leaves him or her severely disabled or in chronic pain. Or the woman who lives her life as faithfully and obediently as she can but is never able to have the children she hopes for. Or the wife who does her very best making a good home for her family and raising her children, but whose husband leaves her. The scriptures have many examples of people who were saved after showing great faith, such as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego in the fiery furnace. But the scriptures also have many examples of devout people who did not get divine intervention during a crisis. Abinadi was burned at the stake; John the Baptist was beheaded; Alma and Amulek s followers were cast into the flames. To do well does not mean everything will always turn out well. The key is to remember that faith and obedience are still the answers--even when things go wrong, perhaps especially when things go wrong."   

Topics: suffering, patience, faith, obedience

(  David E. Sorensen, Ensign, May 2005, 73   )

---

"There never has been a day for ages and ages, not since the true church was destroyed after the days of the Apostles, that required the faith and the energy of godly men and godly women, and the skill, wisdom and power of the Almighty to be with them, so much as this people require it at the present time. There never was that necessity; there never has been a time on the face of the earth, from the time that the church went to destruction, and the Priesthood was taken from the earth, that the powers of darkness and the powers of earth and hell were so embittered, and enraged, and incensed against God and Godliness on the earth, as they are at the present. . . .

"By and by the world will be overturned according to the words of the prophet, and we will see the reign of righteousness enter in, and sin and iniquity will have to walk off. But the power and principles of evil, if they can be called principles, will never yield one particle to the righteous march of the Savior, only as they are beaten back inch by inch, and we have got to take the ground by force. Yes, by the mental force of faith, and by good works, the march forth of the Gospel will increase, spread, grow and prosper, until the nations of the earth will feel that Jesus has the right to rule King of nations as he does King of Saints."

Topics: Second Coming, faithfulness, good and evil

( Brigham Young, in Teachings of Presidents of the Church: Brigham Young [1997], 332-33)

---

"Holiness is the strength of the soul. It comes by faith and through obedience to God's laws and ordinances. God then purifies the heart by faith, and the heart becomes purged from that which is profane and unworthy. When holiness is achieved by conforming to God's will, one knows intuitively that which is wrong and that which is right before the Lord. Holiness speaks when there is silence, encouraging that which is good or reproving that which is wrong."   

Topics: Holiness, faith, obedience

( James E. Faust, "Standing in Holy Places," Ensign, May 2005, 62)

---

"Holiness is the strength of the soul. It comes by faith and through obedience to God's laws and ordinances. God then purifies the heart by faith, and the heart becomes purged from that which is profane and unworthy. When holiness is achieved by conforming to God's will, one knows intuitively that which is wrong and that which is right before the Lord. Holiness speaks when there is silence, encouraging that which is good or reproving that which is wrong."        

Topics: Faith, obedience

( James E. Faust, "Standing in Holy Places," Ensign, May 2005, 62)

---

Joseph Smith

Nauvoo, Illinois

April 7, 1844

"You don't know me; you never knew my heart. No man knows my history. I cannot tell it: I shall never undertake it. I don't blame any one for not believing my history. If I had not experienced what I have, I would not have believed it myself. I never did harm any man since I was born in the world. My voice is always for peace." 

Topics: Faith, peace

( History of the Church, 6:317)

---

"God-fearing believers, most notable of which were the Pilgrims, left Europe with its state religions and came to America to seek freedom of worship. As a consequence of this, the deepest taproots of the U.S. and

Utah in the past have lain in the very essence of our humanity--our faith in God."

Topics: faith, heritage, freedom of religion

( James E. Faust, "A New Civil Religion," Ensign, Oct. 1992, 69)

---

"May we live worthy of the glorious endowment of light and understanding and eternal truth which has come to us through all the perils of the past. Somehow, among all who have walked the earth, we have been brought forth in this unique and remarkable season. Be grateful, and above all be faithful."

Topic: worthiness, gratitude, faithfulness

("The Dawning of a Brighter Day," Ensign, May 2004, 84)

---

"Moroni exercised faith in the promised blessings for future generations. Elder Jeffrey R. Holland explained that this joyful anticipation of past prophets, including Moroni, was because they had seen our day in vision. They saw strong, covenant-keeping young people like you who would carry out the Lord's work in this final dispensation. Elder Holland said, 'The leaders in those ages past, were able to keep going,  . . . not because they knew that they would succeed but because they knew that you would . . . a magnificent congregation of young [people] like you . . . in a determined effort to see the gospel prevail and triumph' ("Terror, Triumph, and a Wedding Feast," Church Educational System fireside, Sept. 12, 2004; see www.ldsces.org). We have a huge responsibility to fulfill Moroni's 'joyful anticipation.' "

Topics: youth, endurance, faith, blessings

(Susan W. Tanner, "Glad Tidings from Cumorah," Ensign, May 2005, 105-6)

---

"Let no one underestimate the power of faith in the ordinary Latter-day Saints. . . . Nothing! No power can stop the progress of the Lord's work."

Topics: faith, Church activity, Church membership

(President Boyd K. Packer, "The Least of These," Ensign, Nov. 2004, 88)

---

"The Lord has promised us that as we 'search diligently, pray always, and be believing, . . . all things [will] work together for [our] good' (D&C 90:24). That doesn't mean that everything will be perfect or that we will not have any trials, but it does mean that everything will be okay if we just 'hang in there.' Ours is the

opportunity to 'be . . . an example of the believers' (1 Timothy 4:12), and the Savior has promised that 'all things are possible to him that believeth' (Mark 9:23). So believe in yourselves. Believe that you are never alone. Believe that you will always be guided."

Topic: Faith

("Believe!" Ensign, May 2004, 110)

---

Joseph Smith

August 27, 1842

Nauvoo, Illinois

"Whatever God requires is right, no matter what it is, although we may not see the reason thereof till long after the events transpire." 

Topic: Faith

( History of the Church, 5:135)

---

Joseph Smith

April 13, 1843

Nauvoo, Illinois

"If you have any darkness, you have only to ask, and the darkness is removed. It is not necessary that miracle[s] should be wrought to remove darkness. Miracles are the fruits of faith. . . .

"Faith comes by hearing the word of God. If a man has not faith enough to do one thing, he may have faith to do another: if he cannot remove a mountain, he may heal the sick.

Where faith is there will be some of the fruits: all gifts and power which were sent from heaven, were poured out on the heads of those who had faith." 

Topic: Faith

( History of the Church, 5:355)

---

"Daniel was prepared to enter the den of lions; the three Hebrew children [Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego] were not afraid of the fate that awaited them; the Apostles were valiant for the truth and shrank not from death for its sake, and why could those men and others under similar circumstances stand by their convictions without flinching? Because, in the first place, they had the truth and they knew it for themselves; and in the second place, the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, sustained them as that power alone can in all the trying scenes through which the people of God are called to pass. And this is so to-day."

Topics: Faithfulness, testimony, Holy Ghost

( Wilford Woodruff, in Teachings of Presidents of the Church: Wilford Woodruff [2004], 222)

---

Joseph Smith

January 2, 1843

Springfield, Illinois

"Because faith is wanting, the fruits are. No man since the world was had faith without having something along with it. The ancients quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, women received their dead, &c. By faith the worlds were made. A man who has none of the gifts has no faith; and he deceives himself, if he supposes he has. Faith has been wanting, not only among the heathen, but in professed Christendom also, so that tongues, healings, prophecy, and prophets and apostles, and all the gifts and blessings have been wanting." 

Topic: Faith

( History of the Church, 5:218)

---

"One of the more difficult hardships endured by many of the sisters was delivering their babies under harsh, extreme conditions along the trail. Eliza R. Snow wrote that as the pioneers 'journeyed onward, mothers gave birth to offspring under almost every variety of circumstances imaginable, except those to which they had been accustomed; some in tents,others in wagons--in rainstorms and in snowstorms.' Sister Snow went on to record in her journal that she 'heard of one birth which occurred under the rude shelter of a hut, the sides of which were formed of blankets fastened to poles stuck in the ground, with a bark roof through which the rain was dripping. Kind sisters stood holding dishes to catch the water . . . , thus protecting the [little one] and its mother from a shower-bath [on its entrance to] the stage of human life' (as quoted in B. H. Roberts, A Comprehensive History of the Church, 3:45).

"What a sacrifice these good sisters made! Some mothers lost their own lives in childbirth. Many babies did not survive. My wife's grandmother, Elizabeth Riter, was born at Winter Quarters in the back of a covered wagon during a rainstorm. Fortunately, both the mother and the newborn infant survived. With great love for the woman who gave life to her, Elizabeth often lovingly recounted how an umbrella was held over her mother throughout the ordeal to shield her from the water leaking through the wagon's cover.

"Let us never forget the faith of our fathers and the selfless sacrifice of our mothers, those pioneering Saints who set such an inspiring example of obedience. Let us remember them as we strive to be valiant servants in our work to 'invite all to comeunto Christ' (D&C 20:59) and 'be perfected in him' (Moroni 10:32)."

Gospel topics: exodus, faith, gratitude, obedience, pioneers, service

( Joseph B. Wirthlin, "Faith of Our Fathers," Ensign, May 1996, 33-34)

---

"Recounting the faith of that great band of early Saints, Elder Ben E.Rich said, 'This country was unknown to them. They believed that God had given to President Young a vision of the future home for the Latter-day Saints. They had faith in their leader, and they were willing to go into the unknown with him. . . . Who should ever forget the faith, . . . the bravery, of those who had such confidence in Brigham Young as to follow him into these valleys of the mountains' (in Conference Report, Apr. 1911, 104). As modern-day pioneers looking to the future, we must be willing to go into the unknown, having the same confidence and commitment in following President Hinckley and the other constituted authorities of the Church."

Gospel topics: adversity, commitment, faith, obedience, pioneers, prophets

( James E. Faust, "Pioneers of the Future: 'Be Not Afraid, Only Believe,' " Ensign, Nov. 1997, 44-45)

---

Having a Spiritual Feeling in the Home

"If we are practicing our faith and seeking the companionship of the Holy Spirit, his presence can be felt in our hearts and in our homes. A family having daily family prayers and seeking to keep the commandments of God and honor his name and speak lovingly to one another will have a spiritual feeling in their home that will be discernible to all who enter it."

Topics: faith, Holy Spirit, home

( Dallin H. Oaks, "Always Have His Spirit," Ensign, Nov. 1996, 60-61)

---

"Just as the capacity to defer gratification is a sign of real maturity, likewise the willingness to wait for deferred explanation is a sign of real faith and of trust spread over time."

Topics: faith

( Neal A. Maxwell, "Willing to Submit," Ensign, May 1985, 71)

---

"It is wonderfully refreshing to see the faith and faithfulness of our young people. They live at a time when a great tide of evil is washing over the earth. It seems to be everywhere. Old standards are discarded. Principles of virtue and integrity are cast aside. But we find literally hundreds of thousands of our young people holding to the high standards of the gospel. They find happy and uplifting association with those of their own kind. They are improving their minds with education and their skills with discipline, and their influence for good is felt ever more widely."

( "The Church Grows Stronger," Ensign, May 2004, 4)

---

"Some, in speaking of war and troubles, will say, are you not afraid?
No, I am a servant of God, and this is enough, for Father is at the helm. It is for me to be as clay in the hands of the potter, to be pliable and walk in the light and countenance of the Spirit of the Lord, and then no matter what comes. Let the lightnings flash and the earthquakes bellow, God is at the helm, and I feel like saying but little, for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth and will continue his work until he has put all enemies under his feet, and his kingdom extends from the rivers to the ends of the earth."


Topics: Faith, trust, fear

( John Taylor, in Teachings of Presidents of the Church: John Taylor [2001], 150)

---

President James E. Faust on Strengthening Our Testimonies

"We must strengthen our testimony. We all need to study the plan of salvation and learn of our relationship to God. As we walk by faith, we will have confirmed in our hearts spiritual experiences which will strengthen our faith and testimony."

Topics: testimony, faith

( James E. Faust, "Voice of the Spirit," Ensign, June 2006, 6)

---


"God watches the times and seasons. He knows your individual bearing capacities. . . . 

"You can have full faith and trust in God, His
mercy and goodness." 


Topic: faith

(Elder Neal A. Maxwell  "These Are Your Days," Ensign, Oct. 2004, 29)

---

"The ideals of faith, hope, and charity are most evident in the holy temples. There we learn the purpose of life, strengthen our commitment as disciples of Christ by entering into sacred covenants with Him, and seal our families together for eternity across generations. Receiving our own endowment in a temple and returning frequently to perform sacred ordinances for our kindred dead increases our faith, strengthens our hope, and deepens our charity. We receive our own endowment with faith and hope that we will understand the Lord's plan for His children, will recognize the divine potential within each of us as children of our Heavenly Father, and will be faithful to the end in keeping the covenants we make. Performing temple ordinances for the dead is a manifestation of charity, offering essential blessings to those who have preceded us, blessings that were not available to them during their mortal lives. We have the privilege of doing for them what they are unable to do for themselves."


Topics: temples, faith, hope, charity, covenants

(Joseph B. Wirthlin, "Cultivating Divine Attributes," Ensign, Nov. 1998, 27)

---

"Faith fuels hope. Our perspective changes; our vision becomes clearer. We begin to look for the best, not the worst, in life and in others. We gain a deeper sense of life's purpose and meaning. Despair gives way to joy.  

"Faith such as this is a heavenly gift, but it can be sought and cultivated. As our Bible Dictionary suggests, often 'faith is kindled by hearing the testimony of those who have faith.' Faith is then nurtured as we allow ourselves to believe. Like all other virtues, faith is strengthened as we practice it, as we live and act as if our faith were already deep. Faith is the product of righteous desire, belief, and obedience."

Topics:  faith, joy, testimony, obedience

(David S. Baxter, "Faith, Service, Constancy," Ensign, Nov. 2006, 13-14)

---

"The Lord said to Abraham, 'My name is Jehovah, and I know the end from the beginning; therefore my hand shall be over thee' (Abraham 2:8). My young friends, today I say to you that if you trust the Lord and obey Him, His hand shall be over you, He will help you achieve the great potential He sees in you, and He will help you to see the end from the beginning."

Topic: faith

(Dieter F. Uchtdorf, "See the End from the Beginning," Ensign, May 2006, 42)

---
"We don't always know the details of our future. We do not know what lies ahead. We live in a time of uncertainty. We are surrounded by challenges on all sides. Occasionally discouragement may sneak into our day; frustration may invite itself into our thinking; doubt might enter about the value of our work. In these dark moments Satan whispers in our ears that we will never be able to succeed, that the price isn't worth the effort, and that our small part will never make a difference. He, the father of all lies, will try to prevent us from seeing the end from the beginning."

Topics: faith, endurance

(Dieter F. Uchtdorf, "See the End from the Beginning," Ensign, May 2006, 43)

---

"And so it has been with each of the Presidents of the Church. In the face of terrible opposition, they have moved forward with faith. Whether it was crickets destroying their crops. Whether it was drought or late frost. Whether it was persecution by the federal government. Or, more recently, whether it was an urgent need to extend humanitarian aid to victims of the tsunami, or earthquakes, or floods in divers places, it has all been the same. Welfare shelves have been emptied. Cash by the millions has been dispatched to those in need, regardless of Church membership—all in faith."

Topic: faith, adversity

(Gordon B. Hinckley, "The Faith to Move Mountains," Ensign, Nov. 2006, 83)
---

"The young men . . . throughout the world, and their young women counterparts, are very special. President Hinckley has spoken of them:
" 'I have said many times that I believe we have the finest generation of young people that this Church has ever known. . . . They try to do the right thing. They are bright and able, clean and fresh, attractive and smart. . . . They know what the gospel is about, and they are trying to live it, looking to the Lord for His guidance and help' ("Your Greatest Challenge, Mother," Ensign, Nov. 2000, 97-98)."

Topic: faith

(Ronald A. Rasband, "Our Rising Generation," Ensign, May 2006, 46)
---

"Faith is like spiritual oxygen. As we allow faith to freely flow within us, it awakens and enlivens our spiritual senses. It breathes life into our very souls. 

"As faith flows, we become sensitively attuned to the whisperings of the Spirit. Our minds are enlightened, our spiritual pulse quickens, our hearts are touched. 

"Faith fuels hope. Our perspective changes; our vision becomes clearer. We begin to look for the best, not the worst, in life and in others. We gain a deeper sense of life's purpose and meaning. Despair gives way to joy."

Topics: faith, spirituality, joy, plan of salvation

(David S. Baxter, "Faith, Service, Constancy," Ensign, Nov. 2006, 13)
