"This month, we commemorate the historic trek of the Mormon pioneers who, 130 years ago, left the beautiful city of Nauvoo, Illinois, and their comfortable homes to escape their persecutors and march 2300 kms. across a hostile wilderness in order to worship their God according to the dictates of their own conscience. In July of 1847, they reached the Great Salt Lake Valley and founded the city which is now the headquarters of Christ's church on earth.

"It is not enough merely to observe these various anniversaries, but we must recommit and rededicate ourselves to uphold the convictions and the principles upon which the blessings we enjoy are predicated. We, too, must be prepared to sacrifice, where necessary, to keep our freedoms inviolate. My father used to say: 'The true way to honor the past is to improve upon it.'

"Therefore, we shouldlove God more. We should serve our fellowmen better. We should keep all the  commandments. We should be better prepared as parents to teach our children to pray and to walk uprightly before the Lord, and to assume their responsibilities.

"We should be constantly striving for improvement of ourselves and our surroundings."

Gospel topics: adversity, commitment, sacrifice, service, obedience, pioneers

( N. Eldon Tanner, "Pioneers Are Still Needed," Tambuli, July 1977, 1)

---

"It is not enough to know that God lives, that Jesus Christ is our Savior, and that the gospel is true. We must take the high road by acting upon that knowledge."

Topics: knowledge, obedience, commitment

(Elder Dallin H. Oaks, "Be Not Deceived," Ensign, November 2004, 46)
