"How do we know which direction we are headed? When the Savior walked the earth He was asked to name the greatest commandment. Without hesitation He said: 'Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.

" 'This is the first and great commandment.

" 'And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

" 'On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets' (Matthew 22:37-40).

"In these verses, the Lord offers a clear way of knowing if we are on the right path. Those who journey to higher ground love the Lord with all their hearts. We see in their lives manifestations of that love. They seek their God in prayer and plead for His Holy Spirit. They humble themselves and open their hearts to the teachings of the prophets. They magnify their callings and seek to serve rather than be served. They stand as witnesses of God. They obey His commandments and grow strong in their testimony of the truth.

"They also love Heavenly Father's children, and their lives manifest that love. They care for their brothers and sisters. They nurture, serve, and sustain their spouses and children. In the spirit of love and kindness, they build up those around them. They give freely of their substance to others. They mourn with those that mourn and comfort those that stand in need of comfort (see

Mosiah 18:9). "This journey to higher ground is the pathway of discipleship to the Lord Jesus Christ. It is a journey that will ultimately lead us to exaltation with our families in the presence of the Father and the Son."

Topics:  Commandments, magnifying your calling, exaltation, charity

( Joseph B. Wirthlin, "Journey to Higher Ground," Ensign, Nov. 2005, 19)

---

"The world says . . . I am my own master; I am an independent being; I will take my own course, etc. Some of the Latter-day Saints almost say the same thing; not quite, but they would like to get near it. 'I am a free man; I will be damned if I don't do as I please, etc.' Well, I will tell you another part of that story. You will be damned if you do act as you please, unless you please to do and to keep the laws of God. We cannot violate his laws with impunity nor trample under foot these eternal principles which exist in all nature. If all nature is compelled to be governed by law or suffer loss, why not man?"


Topics: commandments, agency

(John Taylor, in Teachings of Presidents of the Church: John Taylor [2001], 33)

---

"As we learn in [the] scriptures, the fundamental purposes for the gift of agency were to love one another and to choose God. Thus we become God's chosen and invite His tender mercies as we use our agency
to choose God. . . .
". . . The Father's work is to bring to pass the immortality and eternal life of His children. Our work is to
keep His commandments with all of our might, mind, and strength--and we thereby become chosen and, through the Holy Ghost, receive and recognize the tender mercies of the Lord in our daily lives."

Topics: commandments, agency, mercy, eternal life, Heavenly Father, Holy Ghost

(David A. Bednar, "The Tender Mercies of the Lord," Ensign, May 2005, 101-2)
