 "At the focal point of all human history, a point illuminated by a  new star in the heavens revealed for just such a purpose, probably no other mortal watched--none but a poor young carpenter, a beautiful virgin mother, and silent stabled animals who had not the power to utter the sacredness they had seen. Shepherds would soon arrive and later, wise men from the East.  Later yet the memory of that night would bring Santa Claus and Frosty and Rudolph--and all would be welcome. But first and forever there was just a little family, without toys or trees or tinsel.  With a baby--that's how Christmas began.     

"It is for this baby that we shout in chorus: 'Hark! The herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King! . . . Mild he lays his glory by, Born that man no more may die; Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth' ( Hymns,  no. 209)."   

Topic: Jesus Christ, Christmas

( Jeffrey R.  Holland , "Without Ribbons and Bows," New Era, Dec. 1994, 6 )

---

"Several years ago just before Christmas, my niece, Shelly, took hold of her mother's hand and asked seriously, 'Is it okay if I believe just one more year?' 

"Since that memorable happening several years ago, our family has established a family tradition. Each year on Christmas Eve, we gather together around the tree. With the lights low and the fire burning in the fireplace, we ask the question once again, the most important question of the year, 'Is it okay if we believe one more year?'--not only believe in the traditions of childhood with Santa Claus, but more importantly in the message of the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, whose birthday we are celebrating. Do we believe in his mission, his atonement, his resurrection? Do we believe in his invitation to come and follow him? 

"Of course we are not really committing ourselves for only a year. We are pledged to follow the Savior forever. But we live life a day, a week, a month, a year at a time, and

Christmas is a season to focus on the year ahead and reconfirm our discipleship. 

"Following the discussion and the commitment, someone reads aloud The Polar Express by Chris Von Allsburg, a story that tells how those who have faith can always hear the clear sound of a silver bell. 

"Following the story, we each receive a small new bell on a red satin ribbon to wear around our necks during the holidays. We listen for its clear sound as a testimony and commitment that we truly believe and will strive to live as we believe one more year. While the fire burns low, we then read from the Bible the glorious account of the Christmas story recorded by Luke telling of the birth of the Savior as announced by an angel, 'For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord' (Luke 2:11), and we believe." 

Topics: Christmas, faith, family

( Ardeth G. Kapp, "The Bell Still Rings," Tambuli, Dec. 1990, 15)

---

"At this sacred season, we reaffirm the reality of the miraculous birth of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. We testify that He was the only perfect man ever to walk the earth. He 'went about doing good' (Acts 10:38) and beckons to all, 'Come, follow me' (Luke 18:22).   

"It is His holy influence that stirs mankind to acts of mercy and kindness. He who has 'borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows' (Isa. 53:4) inspires each of us to reach out with love to the poor, the lonely, and the downtrodden.

“May this Christmas season remind us that the Prince of Peace, who stilled the tempest on the Sea of Galilee, has the power to calm the storms in our personal lives. May His peace fill our hearts and homes throughout the coming year as we strive to walk in His ways."   

Gospel topics: Jesus Christ, Christmas, peace

( "First Presidency Christmas Message," Liahona, Dec. 2003, 1)

---

"This is a glorious time of the year, simple in origin, deep in meaning, beautiful in tradition and custom, rich in memories, and charitable in spirit. It has an attraction to which our hearts are readily drawn. This joyful season brings to each of us a measure of happiness that corresponds to the degree in which we have turned our mind, feelings, and actions to the spirit of Christmas."


Topics: Christmas

(Thomas S. Monson, "What Is Christmas?" Ensign, Dec. 1998, 2)

---

"The message of this season that is applicable throughout the year lies not in the receiving of earthly presents and treasures but in the forsaking of selfishness and greed and in going forward, seeking and
enjoying the gifts of the Spirit, which Paul said are 'love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law' (Gal. 5:22-23)."


Topics: Christmas, Holy Ghost, gifts of the Spirit

(James E. Faust, "A Christmas with No Presents," Ensign, Dec. 2001, 6)

---

"Christmas means giving. The Father gave his Son, and the Son gave his life. Without giving there is no true Christmas, and without sacrifice there is no true worship."


Topic: Christmas, Jesus Christ, sacrifice

(Gordon B. Hinckley, "What Shall I Do Then with Jesus Which Is Called Christ?" Ensign, Dec. 1983, 3)

---

"How is Christmas regarded today? The legend of Santa Claus, the Christmas tree, the decorations of tinsel and mistletoe, and the giving of gifts all express to us the spirit of the day we celebrate; but the true spirit of Christmas lies much deeper than these. It is found in the life of the Savior, in the principles He taught, in His atoning sacrifice--which become our great heritage."


Topics: Jesus Christ, Atonement, Christmas, love, service

(Howard W. Hunter, "The Real Christmas," Ensign, Dec. 2005, 24)

---

"How can we give to the Lord? What shall we give to him? Every kind word to our own, every help given them, is as a gift to God, whose chief concern is the welfare of his children. Every gentle deed to our neighbor, every kindness to the poor and suffering, is a gift to the Lord, before whom all mankind are equal. Every conformity to the Lord's plan of salvation--and this is of first importance--is a direct
gift to God, for thereby we fit ourselves more nearly for our divinely planned destiny."


Topic: Christmas

(John A. Widtsoe, "The Gifts of Christmas," Ensign, Dec. 1972, 4)

---

"Many years ago I found myself as part of occupation troops in a foreign land just at the end of a terrible war. It was not long after we arrived in this country before we developed a great love and concern for the people we were there to watch over. This was especially true of the young people, the children. Many times we would find them scavenging in our garbage cans looking for food to keep themselves alive. This deeply touched us, and we wanted to make a more substantial contribution to them. We raised what money we could and found a local religious group that was willing to open an orphanage for them. We donated as much time as possible to improve the facilities and provided them with the operating funds they needed.
"As Christmas approached, we sent letters home to our families asking that, instead of sending gifts to us, they send toys for the children in the orphanage. The response of our families was overwhelming! Toys arrived daily from our homes. "We found a tree suitable to use as a Christmas tree, but we had no traditional decorations for it. A lady taught us how to make little birds by folding square pieces of paper, and these became the major part of the decorations for the tree. The presents were wrapped mostly in discarded Stars and Stripes newspapers. I'll never forget Christmas Eve with those children. I am sure many of them had never seen a Christmas tree in their lives.
"We sang Christmas carols to them, but we weren't very good at this. They had been rehearsing for weeks so they could sing a song to us in English. It was not a Christmas carol, but it was beautiful. They sang, 'You Are My Sunshine.' We were deeply touched with the spirit of the children that Christmas Eve, especially as they opened the presents sent from our families. I suppose some of them had not had a toy in many, many years.
"This is a Christmas I'll never forget because we were learning the true meaning of this great holiday season. The greatest joy we can receive in life is giving--to bring into the life of someone else a little joy and happiness."

Topics: Christmas, children, happiness

(L. Tom Perry, "A 'Sunshine' Christmas," Tambuli, Dec. 1990, 12)

---

"At the focal point of all human history, a point illuminated by a new star in the heavens revealed for just such a purpose, probably no other mortal watched--none but a poor young carpenter, a beautiful virgin mother, and silent stabled animals who had not the power to utter the sacredness they had seen. Shepherds would soon arrive and later, wise men from the East. Later yet the memory of that night would bring Santa
Claus and Frosty and Rudolph--and all would be welcome. But first and forever there was just a little family, without toys or trees or tinsel. With a baby--that's how Christmas began.
"It is for this baby that we shout in chorus: 'Hark! the herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King! . . . Mild he lays his glory by, Born that man no more may die; Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth' (Hymns, no. 209)."


Topic: Jesus Christ, Christmas

(Jeffrey R. Holland, "Without Ribbons and Bows," New Era, Dec. 1994, 6)

---

"Many years ago the First Presidency of the Church made this
significant statement:
" 'Christmas, to the Latter-day Saint, is both reminiscent and prophetic--a reminder of two great and solemn events, which will yet be regarded universally as the mightiest and most wonderful happenings in the history of the human race. These events were [foreordained] to take place upon this planet before it was created. One of them was the coming of the Savior in the meridian of time, to die for the sins of the world; and the other is the prospective advent of the risen and glorified Redeemer, to reign upon the earth as King of kings' ["What Christmas Suggests to a Latter-day Saint," Millennial Star, Jan. 2, 1908, 1]."

Topics: Christmas, Savior

("The Real Christmas," Ensign, Dec. 2005, 24)

---

"An unknown author wrote: 

" 'I am the Christmas Spirit.
" 'I enter the home of poverty, causing pale-faced children to open their eyes wide in pleased wonder.
" 'I cause the miser's clutched hand to relax and thus paint a bright spot on his soul.
" 'I cause the aged to renew their youth and to laugh in the glad old way.
" 'I keep romance alive in the heart of childhood and brighten sleep with dreams woven of magic.
" 'I cause eager feet to climb dark stairways with filled baskets, leaving behind them hearts amazed at the goodness of the world.
" 'I cause the prodigal to pause a moment on his wild, wasteful way, and send to anxious love some little token that releases glad tears—tears which wash away the hard lines of sorrow.
" 'I enter dark prison cells, reminding scarred manhood of what might have been, and pointing forward to good days yet to come.
" 'I come softly into the still, white home of pain; and lips that are too weak to speak just tremble in silent, eloquent gratitude.
" 'In a thousand ways I cause the weary world to look up into the face of God, and for a little moment forget the things that are small and wretched.
"'I am the Christmas Spirit.' 
"This is the spirit each true Christian seeks. This is the spirit I pray each may find. This is the Christ spirit. No quest is so universal, no undertaking so richly rewarding, no effort so ennobling, no purpose so divine. The Christmas season seems to prompt anew that yearning, that seeking to emulate the Savior of the world."

Topics: Jesus Christ, Christmas, service

(Thomas S. Monson, "In Search of the Christmas Spirit," Ensign, Dec. 1987, 4-5)

---

"We honor His birth. But without His death that birth would have been but one more birth. It was the redemption which He worked out in the Garden of Gethsemane and upon the cross of Calvary which made His gift immortal, universal, and everlasting. His was a great Atonement for the sins of all mankind. He was the resurrection and the life, 'the firstfruits of them that slept' (1 Cor. 15:20). Because of Him all men will be raised from the grave.

"But beyond this He taught us the way, the truth, and the life. He gave the keys through which we may go on to immortality and eternal life.

"We love Him. We honor Him. We thank Him. We worship Him. He has done for each of us and for all mankind that which none other could have done. God be thanked for the gift of His Beloved Son, our
Savior, the Redeemer of the world, the Lamb without blemish who was offered as a sacrifice for all mankind."


Topics: Jesus Christ, Christmas

(Gordon B. Hinckley, "A Season for Gratitude," Ensign, Dec. 1997, 4 )

---

"Great gift-giving involves three things: you feel what the other feels, you give freely, and you count sacrifice a bargain. . . .

"It will take some practice, more than one holiday, to learn how to be touched by what's inside others. And giving freely and counting sacrifice as joy will take a while. But we could at least start this Christmas being a good receiver. We have the power to make others great gift-givers by what we notice. We can make any gift better by what we choose to see--and we can, by failing to notice, make any gift a failure. Gift giving takes a giver and a receiver. I hope we use this theory not to criticize the gifts and giving that come our way this year, but to see how often our hearts are understood and how often gifts are given joyfully, even with sacrifice."

Topics: Christmas, gratitude

(Henry B. Eyring, "Giving with Joy," Liahona, Dec. 1996, 12)
---

"The real Christmas comes to him who has taken Christ into his life as a moving, dynamic, vitalizing force. The real spirit of Christmas lies in the life and mission of the Master."

Topics: Christmas, Christ

(Howard W. Hunter "The Real Christmas," Ensign, Dec. 2005, 24)
---

"Not too long ago we walked where He walked, in Shepherd's Field, Bethlehem, Nazareth, Cana, Galilee, Jerusalem, Gethsemane, Golgotha,  he empty tomb. We sensed the majesty and the wonder of this man called
Jesus.

"He taught us the wondrous things of God. He opened the eyes of understanding to all who would listen. He was the fulfillment of the law, the sacrifice that would thereafter do away with every other sacrifice.

" 'For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace' (Isa. 9:6)."

Topics: Jesus Christ, Christmas

(Gordon B. Hinckley, "A Season for Gratitude," Liahona, Dec. 1997, 4-5)
---

"It has been said that Christmas is for children; but as the years of childhood fancy pass away and an understanding maturity takes their place, the simple teaching of the Savior that 'it is more blessed to give than to receive' (Acts 20:35) becomes a reality. The evolution from a pagan holiday transformed into a Christian festival to the birth of Christ in men's lives is another form of maturity that comes to one who has been touched by the gospel of Jesus Christ."

Topics: Christmas, Jesus Christ, giving

("The Real Christmas," Ensign, Dec. 2005, 25)

---

